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Montrichardia linifera (Araceae) biological
potential, phytochemical prospection and
polyphenol content
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Abstract

Montrichardia linifera is commonly known in Brazil as “aninga.” In November 2008 and August 2009, we collected
plant samples and extracted leaves and stems using hexane or dichloromethane and methanol to evaluate its
biological and chemical potential, phytochemical profile and polyphenol content. Differences in the chemical
composition of the collections were evident. In the first collection, the apolar extracts were the richest in metabolite
composition while the polar extracts were the richest in the second collection. In general, extracts from Aug/2009
had higher antioxidant and cytotoxic activities than extracts from Nov/2008 and the stem and leaf extracts
from the Aug/2009 collection showed the highest polyphenol content. As an insecticide against Sitophilus zeamais,
the hexane extract of the leaves (Aug/2009) presented concentration-dependent insecticidal activity. Only the
methanolic extract of stems and leaves (Aug/2009) presented a small inhibition halo (9 and 7 mm, respectively)
against Aeromonas hydrophila when evaluating its antibacterial potential. The study demonstrates that, collection
period is an important factor to consider in phytochemical and biological activity studies of M. linifera.
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Introducción
Plants metabolize substances such as proteins,
carbohydrates and lipids, called primary metabolites,
which are essential to their development; during their
evolutive process, they produce other substances
called secondary metabolites. These metabolites can
act as chemical mediators, intermediating between
the plant and the environment and playing a pivotal
role in the protection of the plant (Taiz & Zeiger
2010). Because of this chemical potential (reaction
against some organisms), these substances have been
researched to find new molecules with antimalarial,
insecticide, and antimicrobial, among other activities
and several vegetal species have been prospected in
the last years.
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M. linifera is popularly known in Brazil as ‘aninga,’
‘aningaçu,’ or ‘aningaíba.’ It is an herbaceous
macrophyte found in river margins, mainly in the
Amazonian floodplain ecosystem (Macedo et al. 2005).
It is commonly used in the treatment of snake and
stingray bites (Amorozo & Gély 1988), nosebleeds,
abscesses and tumors (Matos 2000) and also as an
expectorant (Lins 1994). Additionally, local people use
specific parts of this species to treat specific diseases.
The leaves are used to treat rheumatism and ulcers, and
the roots are used as an antidiuretic; the sap is extracted
from the trunk to treat deep cuts (Plowman 1969),
however, excessive use of the sap can result in burns
and even cause blindness if it comes in contact with
eyes (Amarante et al. 2009). Assessments of the mineral
components in the leaves and fruits have contributed
to the understanding of the species chemical properties
(Amarante et al. 2009, Amarante et al. 2010) as well as

provided information on the nutritional value of both
parts (Amarante et al. 2011d). Focused on its biological
potential, Costa et al. (2009) evaluated the ethanolic
extract obtained from the leaves and observed
moderate activity against Plasmodium falciparum (clone
W2) and low toxicity to Artemia salina. Silva et al. (2011)
also observed a low biological potential against the
same antiplasmodial strain for M. linifera hexane leaf
extract. Trujillo-Trujillo et al. (2006) found alkaloids
and triterpenoids and sterols, either together or
individually, in ethanol extracts from leaves and stems.
Costa et al. (2009) found alkaloids, flavonoids, tannins,
triterpenes and steroids in ethanol extract. Amarante
et al. (2011a) found alkaloids, flavonoids, tannins,
triterpenes and steroids in ethanol extract. Amarante et
al. (2011b) found p-hydroxybenzaldehydea, and Silva
et al. (2011) found steroids in the hexane extract from
leaves of Montrichardia linifera (Table 1).

Table 1. Previous chemical studies on Montrichardia linifera, available in literature.
Plant Extract or Part

Period of collection

Place of collection

Chemical Composition

Ethanol extract of leaves
and stems and their
petroleum ether and ethyl
acetate phases.

July/2005

Colombia

►

Leaves

Rainy (March/2008) and
dry (July/2008) season

Guamá riverside,
Belém, PA, Brazil

Ethanol extract.

Rainy season
(April/2007)

Guamá riverside,
Belém, PA, Brazil

Leaves and fruits.

Rainy season

Guamá and Maratauíra
riverside, Belém, PA,
Brazil

Biological Activity

Authors

Alkaloids in ethyl acetate extract of leaves and
petroleum ether phase of stems.
► Triterpenoids and/or sterols in ethyl acetate
and petroleum ether phase of leaves and in the
petroleum ether phase of stems.

Trujillo-Trujillo
et al. (2006)

Ca, Cu, Fe, Mg, Mn, Zn level.
Toxic Mg level for animal food.
► Ca and Mg: higher level in dry season.

Amarante et al.
(2009)

►
►

Alkaloids, flavonoids, tannins, triterpenes and
steroids.

Moderate
antiplasmodial activity
and low brine shrimp
toxicity.

Ca, Mg, Cu, Fe, Zn, Mn level.
Low proteic level.
► Toxic Mg and Mn level for animal (turtles,
cattle and buffaloes) food.

Costa et al.
(2009)
Amarante et al.
(2010)

►
►

Hexane and Ethanol
extracts of stems and
hexane, dichloromethane
and ethyl acetate fractions
of ethanol extract.

Rainy season
(April/2007)

Guamá riverside, Belém,
PA, Brazil

Alkaloids, flavonoids, tannins, triterpenes and
steroids in the ethanol extract.

Brine shrimp toxicity
of the ethanol extracts
and the hexane,
dichloromethane and
ethyl acetate fractions.

Amarante et al.
(2011a)

Hexane and Ethanol
extracts of stems and
hexane, dichloromethane
and ethyl acetate fractions
of ethanol extract.

Dry season (July/2008)

Guamá riverside, Belém,
PA, Brazil

p-hydroxybenzaldehyde

High toxicity against
A. saline and high
antiplasmodial activity

Amarante et al.
(2011b)

Tea from senescent
leaves.

Dry season (July/2008)

Guamá riverside, Belém,
PA, Brazil

Physical, chemical,
and nutritional fruit
characterization.
Hexane extract from
leaves.

Ca, Cu, Fe, Mg, Mn, Zn level.
Mn toxic level to human consumption.

Amarante et al.
(2011c)

►

Low protein value
Toxic Mn level for animal (buffaloes) food

Amarante et al.
(2011d)

►

Steroids

►
►
►

Rainy season
(April/2007)
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Guamá riverside, Belém,
PA, Brazil

Low antimalarial
potential

Silva et al.
(2011)
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However, the production of secondary
metabolites is not solely determined by genetic
factors, its is determined mainly by environmental
factors such as the presence of pathogens or
herbivores, as well as plant phenological stage,
locality, period of collection, water availability,
among other abiotic factors (Gobbo-Neto & Lopes
2007). Considering the widespread occurrence and
use of M. linifera, its biological potential and variance
during the production of secondary metabolites, we
advanced this study. The plants were collected, in
the same area, at two different dates and subjected
to phytochemical prospection to find any chemical
variations as well as to chemical and biological assays
(antioxidant, antibacterial, cytotoxic [using Artemia
salina as model] and insecticide). Determining the
phytochemical composition is fundamental when
evaluating the biological potential of a species.
Each biological target has a different metabolism
and different molecules will interact with the active
enzyme sites; chemical composition has a direct
relationship with the biological effect.

Materials and methods
Apparatus and Reagents: All spectrophotometric
measurements were accomplished using a
spectrophotometer (Cirrus 80ST, Femto, Brazil)
and using a 1.0 cm optical path length glass cell for
all measurements. We used deionized water was to
prepare chemical reagents of analytical grade (except
when another solvent is mentioned) as well as in all
dilutions. Dichloromethane (DCM), hexane, methanol
(MeOH), 2, 2–diphenyl–1–picril–hydrazyl (DPPH),
ascorbic acid, dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) and ethanol
were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich, USA. A fresh
1.0×10-3 mol L-1 pyrogallic acid (C6H6O3, Labsynth,
Brazil) stock solution was prepared by dissolving
0.0126 g in 100.0 mL of water immediately before
the assay. A 1.0×10-4 mol L-1 solution was obtained by
appropriate dilution.
Collection of the material: M. linifera was collected
two times, first in November 2008 (Nov/2008),
during the rainy season and then in August 2009
(Aug/2009), during the dry season, in Volta Grande
do Xingu, on Xingu River margins (S 03º17'945'' and
W052º03'487''), Altamira (State of Pará, Brazil).
Universitas Scientiarum Vol. 19 (3): 213-224
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Sample
preparation
for
antioxidant,
antibacterial, cytotoxic and insecticide assays:
We dried the plant material (leaves and stems) from
the first collection (Nov/2008) at room temperature,
then pulverized and extracted it to increase solvent
polarity (i.e. dichloromethane and methanol).
Each extraction was performed in triplicate in an
ultrasound bath (Unique Model USC–2800, Brazil,
154 Watts, 40 kHz) for 20 minutes. After filtering,
both organic extracts were concentrated at 45 °C and
speed of 70 rpm in a rotary evaporator (Fisatom,
model 802, Brazil), then, stored in a freezer (-20 °C).
We performed the same procedure with the material
collected in Aug/2009 (also leaves and stems), but
hexane (HEX) was used as a non polar solvent
instead of DCM, because of its environmental
toxicity.
Phytochemical group determination: To determine
the phytochemical groups in the extracts we used the
methodology described by Matos (1997), which is
briefly described below:
For all the assays, hexane and dichloromethane
extracts were dissolved in chloroform and all methanol
extracts were dissolved in ethanol; 2 mL of the extracts
was placed in tests-tubes.
a) Steroids and triterpenes: Conducted using a
Lieberman-Burchard reaction. First, 2 mL of the
extract were mixed with 2 mL of chloroform. This
solution was slowly filtered in a funnel with cotton
with a few decigrams of Na2SO4 anhydrous and
placed in a test tube. Then, 1 mL of acetic anhydride
was added and gently agitated while three drops of
concentrated H2SO4 carefully added and agitated; we
then observed it to establish color changes. Results:
Initially, an evanescent blue followed by a stable
green, indicative of steroids and a brown to red color
indicating triterpenes.
b) Phenols and Tannins: In a test-tube, 2 mL
of the extract was mixed with three drops of an
alcohol solution of FeCl3, then shook vigorously
and observed for any color variations or precipitate
formation. Results: Color varied between blue and
red indicating phenols, dark blue precipitate indicating
the presence of pyrogallic tannins (hydrolysable), and
green indicating the presence of flobabenic tannins
(condensed).
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/ojs

216

Montrichardia linifera biological, phytochemical, polyphenol content

c) Alkaloids: In a test-tube, 2 mL of the extract was
alkalinized with fifteen drops of sodium hydroxide
(1 %) then, we added 2 mL of water and 2 mL of
chloroform. The aqueous fraction was discarded and
the chloroformic fraction was mixed with fifteen
drops of chloridric acid (1 %), and subsequently
extracted with 2 mL of water. The water fraction
was analyzed by adding three drops of Drangendorff
reagent to verify the presence of alkaloids. Results:
The formation of insoluble and floccule precipitates
confirmed the presence of alkaloids.
d) Coumarin: Using a capilar column, we made two
dark spots of 1.5 cm of diameter on a non-fluorescent
filter paper and applied a drop of 1 N KOH alcoholic
solution on one of the spots. The spots were partially
covered with a non-fluorescent opaque card and
exposed to UV light for 2-3 min. After this period,
we removed the card, and still under the UV light,
we checked for any fluorescence modification on the
alkalinized spot. Results: Strong blue fluorescence
on the alkalinized spot, which was not covered, is
indicative of the presence of coumarin.
e) Anthocyanins, Anthocyanidins, Chalcones,
Aurones, Flavonoids: Three test tubes, each one
with 2 mL of the extract. In the first one, we added
acid to pH = 3, in the second, we added an alkali
to pH = 8.5 and in the third, we added an alkali to
pH = 11. Results: Observed color change, and
compared results with Table 2.
f) Flavonols, Flavanons, Flavanonols, Xanthones:
Some cg of a magnesium stripe and 0.5 mL of
concentrated HCl were placed in a test tube. Results:
After the effervescence, the intensification of red
is indicative of flavonols, flavanons, flavanonols or
xanthones.

Sample preparation for total polyphenol
quantification: The method described in Brazilian
Pharmacopeia (1996) was employed to extract the total
hydrosoluble polyphenols from plant samples. We
transferred 0.75 g of dry material (leaves and stems)
of M. linifera to a 250 mL erlenmeyer, containing 150
mL of water; this was kept in a water-bath for 30 min
at 80-90 °C. After cooling, the mixture was transferred
to a 250.0 mL volumetric flask and topped with water,
then, the plant material was decanted. This solution
was then filtered discarding the first 50 mL of the
filtrate.
Quantification of total polyphenol content:
For total polyphenol quantification, we used Folin
Ciocalteau (FC) reagent; 5 mL of the filtrate of the
aqueous extracts of the plants was transferred to a
25.0 mL volumetric flask and topped with water.
The quantification of total polyphenol content was
based on the procedure recommended by Brazilian
Pharmacopoeia (1996), with a 10-fold reduction of
the volumes of all the reagents, described by Marino
et al. 2009.
First, a calibration curve was obtained by mixing
aliquots of 50 to 350 µL from a 1.0×10-4 mol L-1
pyrogallic acid standard solution, with 200 µL of FC
reagent and then by completing it with a 10% sodium
carbonate in 5.0 mL volumetric flasks.
Then, the multiple standard addition method (Silva
et al. 2013) was used with all extract sample analysis as
follows: 500 µL of the aqueous extracts sample were
transferred to five volumetric flasks (5.0 mL) followed
by the addition of 200 µL of FC reagent. In four
out of five volumetric flasks, aliquots of 150, 200,
250 and 300 µL of a 1.0×10-4 mol L-1 of pyrogallic

Table 2. Color modification of the extract according to the medium pH, following Matos (1997).
Medium color
Constituints

Acid

Alkaline(8.5)

Alkaline(11)

Anthocyanins, Anthocyanidins.

Red

Purple

Purpe - blue

(3)

Flavones, Flavonols, Xanthones.
Chalcones, Aurones.

Yellow
Red

Flavonoids.

Universitas Scientiarum Vol. 19 (3): 213-224

Red - purple
Red - orange
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Table 3. Phytochemical analysis of extracts of Montrichardia linifera collected in Volta Grande of the Xingu River, Altamira
region, State of Pará, Brazil, following Matos methodology (1997). Legend: DCM = dichloromethane; HEX = hexane;
MeOH = methanol; (+) presence; (–) absence.

Collection time
(Month/Year)

Coumarins

Tannins/Phenols

Triterpenes

Steroids

Alkaloids

Anthocyanins,
Anthocyanidins,
Chalcones,
Aurones
Flavonoids

Leaves (DCM)

Nov/2008

–

–

–

+

–

–

–

Leaves
(MeOH)

Nov/2008

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

Stems (DCM)

Nov/2008

Stems (MeOH)

Nov/2008

Leaves (HEX)

Aug/2009

–
–
–

–
–
–

–
–
–

+
–
–

–
–
+

–
–
–

–
–
–

Leaves
(MeOH)

Aug/2009

–

+

+

+

–

–

–

Stems (HEX)

Aug/2009

Stems (MeOH)

Aug/2009

–
+

–
+

–
+

–
+

–
–

–
–

–
–

Extract

Flavonols,
Flavanons,
Flavanonols,
Xanthones

acid standard solution were added and the 5.00 mL
volumetric flasks were completed with a 10% Na2CO3
solution. In both curves (calibration and multiple
standard additions with the samples) the absorbance
was measured at 715 nm after 30 min using water as a
reference solution. All results were expressed in % of
pyrogallic acid.

(30 µg/mL in methanol) and 10 µL of each extract
sample (0.5 mg/mL), in triplicate, and readings
subsequent to 30 minutes. The negative control used
was a mixture of 10 µL of methanol with 990 µL of
DPPH solution. The results are presented as ascorbic
acid equivalents. All measurements were made in
triplicate.

Antioxidant assay: A qualitative extracts antioxidant
assay was performed on thin layer chromatography
(TLC) by using 0.2 % of 2,2–diphenyl–1–picrylhydrazyl
(DPPH) in methanol, which is capable of quenching
free radicals. Areas where spots became whitish yellow
after 30 minutes of application indicated the presence
of antioxidant compounds (Cuendet et al. 1997). We
selected the DPPH method because it is stable and
can be used to determine the antioxidant capacity of
several matrices (Molyneux 2004, Miliauskas 2004,
Kadri 2013).

Antibacterial assay – Aeromonas hydrophila:
Aeromonas hydrophila assay was performed, in duplicate,
according to CLSI (2003, 2005). Bacteria were grown
in Petri dishes containing Müeller-Hinton Agar in
6.0 mm diameter holes made in the agar. All the extracts
were assayed at 3 mg/cavity. Dimethylsulphoxide
(DMSO, 5%) and oxytetracycline (20 µg/cavity)
were used as negative and positive controls,
respectively. After, the plates were incubated at 30 °C
for 18-24 hours and the inhibition halo diameter was
measured with a ruler; the measurements indicated
bacterial growth inhibition.

In the quantitative antioxidant assay, the extracts
were tested to determine their ability to lighten the
purple DPPH oxidant. DPPH, in the presence of
a reductant, changes to pale yellow and then can be
spectrophotometrically measured at 517 nm (Cirrus
80ST, Femto, Brazil). The results were compared
with ascorbic acid, used as the standard. The reaction
started with the addition of 990 µL of DPPH
Universitas Scientiarum Vol. 19 (3): 213-224

Brine shrimp assay – Artemia salina: Brine shrimp
assay was performed using Artemia salina eggs. First,
artificial seawater was prepared (38 g of marine salt/L)
and 10 mg of eggs was added. After 48 hours, hatching
occurs by maintaining sound aeration (AP100, Dymax,
120 V, 60 Hz, 1.2 W) and under continuous light at 25
to 28 ºC. Then, 10 larvae were collected and put into a
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/ojs
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Table 4. Biological and chemical activities of Montrichardia linifera extracts, collected two times (in November/2008
and August/2009) in Volta Grande do Xingu, Altamira region, State of Pará, Brazil. DCM = dichloromethane;
HEX = hexane; MeOH = methanol; NT = not tested.

0.5

84.7 ±
3.2

250

53.3 ± 3.8

3

Leaves
(MeOH)

Nov/2008

0.23 ± 0.01

0.5

64.7 ±
3.3

500

16.6 ± 6.9

3

0

Stems
(DCM)

Nov/2008

0.53 ± 0.02

NT

NT

NT

NT

NT

0

Stems
(MeOH)

Nov/2008

0.53 ± 0.02

0.5

59.6 ±
2.8

1000

0

3

0

0.5

15.9 ±
0.5

Leaves
(HEX)

Leaves
(MeOH)

Stems
(HEX)

Stems
(MeOH)

Aug/2009

Aug/2009

Aug/2009

Aug/2009

0.45 ± 0.02

0.45 ± 0.02

0.76 ± 0.06

0.76 ± 0.06

0.5

0.5

0.5

29.0 ±
1.6

24.9 ±
1.2

23.8 ±
1.1

24 well plate. All extracts were initially tested on
1000 μg/mL concentration, following Meyer et al.
(1982) methodology, and solvent used to dissolve the
extract was used as a negative control. All experiments
were made in triplicate. After 24 hours of incubation,
the number of survivors in each well were counted and
recorded. To be sure that the mortality observed in the
bioassay could be attributed to bioactive compounds
and not to starvation, we compared the dead larvae
in each treatment to those used as controls. In order
to determine the LC50 (lethal concentration to fifty
percent of the individuals) the extracts that showed at
Universitas Scientiarum Vol. 19 (3): 213-224

250

500

250

250

80.0 ± 0.0

56.3 ± 1.9

86.0 ± 3.8

100.0 ±
0.0

3

3

3

3

Ingestion

0.23 ± 0.01

Contact

mg Extract/
cavity

Nov/2008

Mortality (%)
Concentration
(mg/mL)

Mortality (%)

Leaves
(DCM)

Insecticide assay
(Sitophilus zeamais)

Inhibition halo
(mm)

Extract

Collection
time
(Month/
Year)

Concentration
(µg/mL)

Antibacterial assay
(Aeromonas
hydrophila)

Equiv. of
Ascorbic Acid
(mg extract/

Cytotoxic assay
(Artemia salina)

Concentration
(mg/mL)

Antioxidant assay
(DPPH)

% Pyrogallic acid

Total Polyphenol
content

0

1.0

1.0 ± 0.0

0

1.0

5.0 ± 0.7

6.0 ± 0.8

6.0

3.0 ± 0.5

4.0 ± 0.8

1.0

0

0

1.0

3.0 ± 0.5

5.0 ± 1.7

6.0

0

6.0 ± 1.3

0.1

0

1.0 ± 0.4

1.0

1.0 ± 0.4

5.0 ± 0.7

10

8.0 ± 1.1

9.0 ± 1.4

0.1

2.0 ± 0.8

2.0 ± 0.8

1.0

2.0 ± 0.5

0

10

1.0 ± 0.4

1.0 ± 0.4

0.1

3.0 ± 0.8

0

1.0

2.0 ± 0.5

4.0 ± 1.3

10

2.0 ± 0.8

1.0 ± 0.4

0.1

5.0 ± 1.4

1.0 ± 0.4

1.0

2.0 ± 0.5

3.0 ± 0.8

10

1.0 ± 0.4

4.0 ± 0.8

0

7 ± 0.0

0

9 ± 0.0

least 70 % of lethality in 1000 µg/mL, were assayed in
other concentrations (500, 400, 250 µg/mL).
Insecticide assays – Sitophilus zeamais
Motschulsky, 1855 (Coleoptera, Curculionidae):
The individuals used came from rearing stock,
maintained under the conditions proposed by
Tavares & Vendramim (2005). The mortality effect
was evaluated two ways, by contact, per Huang et al.
(1997) and ingestion of contaminated grains (Llanos
et al. 2008). Each test was performed with different
concentrations of extracts prepared in HEX, DCM
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/web
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or MeOH (Table 4) we used the solvent used in
the extraction as a control. Both tests were done in
quintuplicate; in each one, 20 unsexed adults, 10 to 20
days old, were added. The contact test was performed
by transferring 1.0 mL of each concentration of
extracts and 1.0 mL of the respective solvent for its
control, to a sheet of filter paper. For the ingestion
test 2.0 mL of each concentration of extracts and 2.0
mL of the respective solvent control, 20 g of grains
were mixed. In both trials, complete immobility was
used to determine the mortality of the individuals.

Results
The differences between the chemical compositions
of the extracts from the collections are shown in Table
3. The extracts from the second collection are richer in
chemical classes than the ones from the first collection.
In the extracts from the first collection (Nov/2008),
steroids were only present in the apolar. In the extracts
from the second collection (Aug/2009), the polar
extracts, showed a greater variety of metabolites such
as coumarins, tannins and triterpenes; however, none
of these compounds was found in the apolar ones
(Table 3), except for alkaloids in the hexane extract of
the leaves.
Most of the extracts obtained from the Aug/2009
collections showed greater antioxidant and cytotoxic
activities than the extracts from Nov/2008 (Table
4). All of the extracts from Aug/2009 showed
an antioxidant potential of 16-29 mg extract/mg
ascorbic acid, and the extracts from Nov/2008, even
the methanol from stems, showed two to four times
lower activity. Although the relationship between these
antioxidant capacity values and the total polyphenol
content cannot be firmly established, this correlation
could explain the differences found between the
Nov/2008 and the Aug/2009 extracts. In fact, the
polyphenols content of stems (0.76 ± 0.06)% and
leaves (0.45 ± 0.02)% extracts from the Aug/2009 is
slightly higher than those found in the stems (0.53 ±
0.02) % and leaves (0.23 ± 0.01)% extracts from the
Nov/2008 extracts.
Only the polar extracts from Aug/2009 showed
inhibition halos against the bacteria A. hydrophila.
Similarly, the extracts from Aug/2009 showed more
Universitas Scientiarum Vol. 19 (3): 213-224

insecticidal effect against S. zeamais than the ones
from Nov/2008. The apolar extracts from Aug/2009
were the most active while the polar extracts from
Nov/2008 were most active and no activity was found
in the apolar extracts from this date. The most active
extract was the hexane from the leaves (Aug/2009),
which was active both by contact and ingestion.

Discussion
In this work, we established a clear difference between
the chemical compositions of the extracts of the two
collections; the extracts from the second collection
were richer in chemical classes and had more biological
activities than the extracts from the first one. In
order to understand why the plant produced such a
variety of compounds, we analyzed the temperature
and the pluviosity (Figure 1-2). When comparing
the temperature during the two periods, Nov/2008
was slightly warmer the minimum temperature only
reached 24-26 °C, and the maximum was 34-36 °C
while Aug/2009 had a minimum temperature of
22-24 °C, and the same maximum temperature. As
for pluviosity, there is a clear difference; in Nov/2008,
it rained between 50-100 mm while in Aug/2009 it
rained between 1-25 mm.
According to Macedo et al. (2005), M. linifera has
primitive anatomical features that protect it against
high light radiation increasing its photosynthetic
efficiency and reducing polyphenolic compounds.
We could expect that if this is the only protection
mechanism, there should be no difference between
the two periods of collection; however, this did not
occur. The second collection was richer in phenolic
compounds. Because these compounds are related to
the antioxidant activity of plants (Lima et al. 2004), the
results yielded by the material collected in Nov/2008
may have been influenced by the time of collection.
Some studies have attempted to correlate the presence
of phenolic compounds (mainly flavonoids) with the
period of highest light intensity (Tattini et al. 2004,
Gobbo-Neto & Lopes 2007) or with water deficit
(Van Staden & Jäger 1998, Abreu & Mazzafera 2005).
Comparing the results of the antioxidant assays
(Table 4) with Figure 1 (a,b) and Figure 2 (a,b) we
can infer that pluviosity was the determining factor
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/ojs
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a

b

c

in the synthesis of photo-protective compounds, as
there was a significant dissimilarity between the two
collections periods. In the Amazon, less rain means
no clouds and more light; this could stimulate the
production of photo-protective compounds.

a

Although a clear relation between the presences
of phenolic compounds and water stress cannot be
established (Tattini et al. 2004, Huber & RodriguezAmaya 2008), in this study, we observed a close
relationship between the results of antioxidant assay
(Table 4) and rainfall at the time of collection (Figure
1c and 2c). There is also an inverse relationship
between precipitation and production of antioxidant
compounds. Thus, less rain (more bright days) may
have been the agent that influenced the plant to
produce a higher amount of phenolic compounds,
and caused the increased of the values obtained in
the antioxidant assay.

b

c

Fig. 1. Minimum (a) and maximum (b) temperatures
and rainfall (c) for the first collection (November 2008).
The red circle indicates the location of collection (Volta
Grande do Xingu, in Altamira, State of Pará, Brazil).
Source: Centro de Pesquisas Tecnológicas - Instituto
Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais/CPTEC-INPE (last
atualization: 09/Jan/2009).
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The higher cytotoxic activity results for the
Aug/2009 extracts (Table 4) and the higher number
of metabolites (Table 3) indicates that this collection
has a higher biological potential. In fact, the more
toxicity to A. salina, the more likely they are to have
antitumor, antibacterial, antifungal and trypanocidal
activities (Costa et al. 2009). This study confirms these
statements; the most active extracts against A. salina
were the same with high antibacterial and insecticide
activity (Table 1 and 2). Amarante et al. (2011a)
tested the hexane, dichloromethane, methanol and
ethyl acetate fractions of the leaf extract of M. linifera
to verify which one was most toxic to A. salina and
found that all of the fractions were active. On the
other hand, Costa et al. (2009) observed low toxic
effect on A. salina of the M. linifera ethanolic leaf
extract.
The activity against the bacteria, A. hydrophila,
may be due to the presence of tannins, triterpenes
and steroids, because only the methanolic extracts of
the second collection presented these phytochemical
classes and showed some activity, even low activity.
Besides the antioxidant and cytotoxic effects (Table
4), the insecticidal activity may also be related of
the presence of alkaloid classes (Riedell et al. 1991,
Trindade et al. 2008, Terezan et al. 2010) although
several studies cite terpenes as toxic to insects (Siddiqui
et al. 2003, Pungitore et al. 2005, Nathan et al. 2008,
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/web
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a

b

Stevenson et al. 2009, Terezan et al. 2010, Conti et
al. 2011, Huang et al. 2011). The insecticidal assay
demonstrated small differences between the extracts,
regardless of the time of collection (Nov/2008
or Aug/2009), the material collected (leaves or
stems) or the solvent used (DCM, MeOH or HEX).
However, for the hexane leaf extract (Aug/2009) a
concentration dependent increase was observed in
the insecticidal activity (Table 4); this was the most
active extract.

a

b

There are few studies reporting phytochemical
studies of M. linifera (Table 1). Silva et al. (2011)
observed the presence of steroids in hexane extracts
from leaves. Costa et al. (2009) found alkaloids,
flavonoids, tannins, steroids and triterpenoids in
ethanolic in leaf extracts. This study is concurs with
Costa et al. (2009) in demonstrating that the chemical
composition of extracts prepared from the same
species but collected in different locations may vary.

Conclusion

c

c

Fig. 2. Minimum (a) and maximum (b) temperatures
and rainfall (c) for the second collection (August 2009).
The red circle indicates the location of collection (Volta
Grande do Xingu, in Altamira, State of Pará, Brazil).
Source: Centro de Pesquisas Tecnológicas - Instituto
Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais/CPTEC-INPE (last
atualization: 09/Jan/2009).
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The extracts obtained from M. linifera collected in
the dry season showed higher activities (antioxidant
potential on DPPH assay, insecticidal activity against
Sitophilus zeamais, cytotoxic potential against Artemia
salina and antibacterial activity against Aeromonas
hydrophila) than the extracts obtained from the species
collected in the rainy season. Moreover, the higher
the amount of secondary metabolites present in the
extracts obtained from the species, the higher the
toxicity and their chemical and biological potential as
well as their polyphenol content. Consequently, the
collection period (season of the year, temperature and
pluviosity) is an important factor to be considered
when conducting phytochemical studies and studies
on the biological activity of M. linifera. This study
shows that, for this species, water stress is a more
important factor than temperature.

Acknowledgements
The authors acknowledge the financial support from the
following Brazilian agencies: CNPq (Conselho Nacional
de Pesquisa e Desenvolvimento Tecnológico as CT-Agro
and PPBio projects), FAPEAM (Fundação de Amparo
à Pesquisa do Estado do Amazonas) and CENBAMCNPq-MCTI (Instituto Nacional de Ciência e Tecnologia
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/ojs

222
de Estudos Integrados da Biodiversidade Amazônica). We
thank MSc. Walter Souza Santos for his collaboration with
map preparation.

Conflict of Interest
The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

References
Abreu IN, Mazzafera P (2005) Effect of water and
temperature stress on the content of active
constituents of Hypericum brasiliense Choisy. Plant
Physiology and Biochemistry 43(3):241-248 doi: 10.1016/j.
plaphy.2005.01.020.
Amarante CB, Silva JCF, Solano FAR, Nascimento
LD, Moraes LG, Silva GF, Uno WS (2009) Estudo
espectrométrico das folhas da aninga (Montrichardia
linifera) coletadas à margem do Rio Guamá no Campus
da Universidade Federal do Pará, Belém-PA, Uma
Contribuição ao Estudo Químico da Família Araceae.
Revista Científica da UFPA 7(1):1-19.
Amarante CB, Müller RCS, Dantas KGF, Alves CN,
Müller AH, Palheta DC (2010) Chemical composition
and nutritional value of leaves and fruits of aninga
(Montrichardia linifera, Araceae) for large herbivores.
Acta Amazonica 40(4):729-736 doi: 10.1590/S004459672010000400013.
Amarante CB, Müller AH, Müller RCS, Oliveira DJ,
Lins ALFA, Prado AF, Dolabela MF (2011a)
Pharmacognostic, phytochemical and cytotoxic study
of the ethanolic extract and fractions obtained from
stem of Montrichardia linifera (Araceae). Revista
Brasileira de Farmácia 92(2):60-65.
Amarante CB, Müller AH, Póvoa MM, Dolabela MF
(2011b) Phytochemical study bioassay-guided by
tests of toxicity on Artemia salina and antiplasmodial
activity from stem of aninga (Montrichardia linifera).
Acta Amazonica 41(3):431-434 doi: 10.1590/S004459672011000300015.
Amarante CB, Silva JCF, Müller RCS, Müller AH (2011c)
Evaluation of mineral composition of tea from
senescent leaf of Montrichardia linifera (Arruda) Schott
(Araceae) by flame atomic absorption spectrometry
(FAAS). Química Nova 34(3):419-423 doi: 10.1590/
S0100-40422011000300010.
Amarante CB, Solano FAR, Lins ALFA, Müller AH,
Müller RCS (2011d) Physical, chemical, and nutritional
characterization of aninga fruit. Planta Daninha 29(2):295303 doi: 10.1590/S0100-83582011000200007.
Universitas Scientiarum Vol. 19 (3): 213-224

Montrichardia linifera biological, phytochemical, polyphenol content

Amorozo MCM, Gély AL (1988) Use of medicinal plants
by the caboclos of the Lower Amazon, Barcarena, PA,
Brazil. Boletim do Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi, sér. Botânica
4(1):47-131.
Brazilian Pharmacopoeia. (1996). 4th ed. São Paulo:
Atheneu, 2, pp. 30.
CLSI (2003) Performance Standards for Antimicrobial
Disk Susceptibility Tests; Approved Standard - Eighth
Edition. NCCLS document M2-A8. NCCLS, 940 West
Valley Road, Suite 1400, Wayne, Pennsylvania 190871898 USA.
CLSI (2005). Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute.
Performance Standards for Antimicrobial Susceptibility
Testing; Fifteenth Informational Supplement. CLSI
document M100-S15. Clinical and Laboratory
Standards Institute, 940 West Valley Road, Suite 1400,
Wayne, Pennsylvania 19087-1898 USA.
Conti B, Canale A, Cioni PL, Flamini G, Rifici A (2011)
Hyptis suaveolens and Hyptis spicigera (Lamiaceae) essential
oils: qualitative analysis, contact toxicity and repellent
activity against Sitophilus granarius (L.) (Coleoptera:
Dryophthoridae). Journal of Pest Science 84:219-228
doi: 10.1007/s10340-010-0343-0.
Costa ESS, Dolabela MF, Póvoa MM, Oliveira DJ, Müller
AH (2009) Pharmacognostics studies, phytochemicals,
antiplasmodic activity and toxicity in Artemia salina
of ethanolic extract from Montrichardia linifera
(Arruda) Schott, Araceae leaves. Revista Brasileira de
Farmacognosia 19(4):834-838 doi: 10.1590/S0102695X2009000600006.
Cuendet M, Hostettman K, Potterat O, Dyatmiko W
(1997) Iridoid glucosides with free radical scavenging
properties from Fagraea blumei. Helvetica Chimica Acta
80:1145-1152 doi: 10.1002/hlca.19970800411.
Gobbo-Neto L, Lopes NP (2007) Medicinal plants: factors
of influence on the content of secondary metabolites.
Química Nova 30(2):374-381 doi: 10.1590/S010040422007000200026.
Huang Y, Tan JMWL, Kini RM, Ho SH (1997) Toxic
and antifeedant action of nutmeg oil against Tribolium
castaneum (Herbst) and Sitophilus zeamais Motsch. Journal
of Stored Product Research 33(4):289-298 doi: 10.1016/
S0022-474X(97)00009-X.

Huang Y, Hua H, Li S, Yang C (2011) Contact and

fumigant toxicities of calamusenone isolated from
Acorus gramineus rhizome against adults of Sitophilus
zeamais and Rhizopertha dominica. Insect Science 18:181-188
doi: 10.1111/j.1744-7917.2010.01358.x.
Huber LS, Rodriguez-Amaya DB (2008) Flavonóis e
flavonas: fontes brasileiras e fatores que influenciam a
composição em alimentos. Brazilian Journal of Food and
Nutrition 19(1):97-108.
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/web

Dos Santos et al.

Kadri H, Djilani SE, Djilani A (2013) Phytochemical
constituents, antioxidant activity, total phenolic and
flavonoid contents of Arisarum vulgare seeds. Acta
Scientiarum Polonorum, Technologia Alimentaria 12(2): 169173.
Lima VLAG, Mélo EA, Maciel MIS, Silva GSB, Lima DES
(2004) Total phenolics and antioxidant activity of the
aqueous extract of mung bean sprout (Vigna radiata
L.). Revista de Nutrição 17(1):53-57 doi: 10.1590/S141552732004000100006.
Lins A (1994) Aspectos morfológicos e anatômicos de
raízes do gênero Montrichardia Crüger. (Araceae). Tese
de Doutorado, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do
Sul, Brasil.
Llanos CAH, Arango DL, Giraldo MC (2008) Actividad
insecticida de extractos de semilla de Annona muricata
(Annonaceae) sobre Sitophilus zeamais (Coleoptera:
Curculionidae). Revista Colombiana de Entomologia
34(1):76-82.
Macedo EG, Santos Filho BG, Potiguara RCV, Santos DSB
(2005) Leaf anatomy and architecture of Montrichardia
linifera (Arruda) Schott (Araceae) a specie from Amazon
floodplain. Boletim do Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi, sér.
Ciências Naturais 1(1):19-43.
Marino DC, Lacerda LZL, Armando-Jr J, Ruggiero AA,
Moya HD. (2009) Analysis of the polyphenols content
in medicinal plants based on the reduction of Cu(II)/
bicinchoninic complexes. Journal of Agricultural and Food
Chemistry 57(23):11061-11066.
Matos FJA (1997) Introdução a fitoquímica experimental.
Fortaleza: Edições UFC, Brasil.
Matos FJA (2000) Plantas medicinais: guia de seleção e
emprego de plantas usadas em fitoterapia no Nordeste
do Brasil, 2ª ed.; Imprensa Universitária: Fortaleza,
Brasil.
Meyer BN, Ferrini NR, Putnam JE, Jacobsen LB, Nichols
DE, McLaughlin JL (1982) Brine shrimp: A convenient
general bioassay for active-plant constituents. Planta
Medicinal 45:31-34 doi: 10.1055/s-2007-971236.
Miliauskas G, Venskutonis PR, van Beek TA. (2004)
Screening of radical scavenging activity of some
medicinal and aromatic plant extracts. Food Chemistry
85:231–237 doi: 10.1016/j.foodchem.2003.05.007
Molyneux P. (2004) The use of the stable free radical
diphenylpicrylhydrazyl (DPPH) for estimating
antioxidant activity. Songklanakarin Journal of Science and
Technology 26(2): 211-219.
Nathan SS, Hisham A, Jayakumar G (2008) Larvicidal
and growth inhibition of the malaria vector Anopheles
stephensi by triterpenes from Dysoxylum malabaricum and
Dysoxylum beddomei, Fitoterapia 79:106-111 doi: 10.1016/j.
fitote.2007.07.013.
Universitas Scientiarum Vol. 19 (3): 213-224

223
Plowman, T (1969) Folk uses of new world aroids. Economic
Botany 23:97-122.
Pungitore CR, Matias G, Gianello JC, Sosa ME, Tonn CE
(2005) Insecticidal and antifeedant effects of Junellia
aspera (Verbenaceae) triterpenes and derivatives on
Sitophilus oryzae (Coleoptera: Curculionidae), Journal
of Stored Products Research 41:433-443 doi: 10.1016/j.
jspr.2004.07.001.
Riedell WE, Kieckhefer RE, Petroski RJ, Powell RG (1991)
Naturally-Occurring and synthetic loline alkaloid
derivatives: Insect feeding behavior modification and
toxicity. Journal of Entomology Science 26:122-129.
Siddiqui BS, Afshan F, Gulzar T, Sultana R, Naqvi SN,
Tariq RM (2003) Tetracyclic triterpenoids from the
leaves of Azadirachta indica and their insecticidal
activities. Chemical Pharmaceutical Bulletin 51(4):415-417
doi: 10.1248/cpb.51.415.
Silva DX, Souza MW, Corrêa CS, Moya HD (2013)
A critical study of use of the Fe(II)/3-hydroxy-4nitroso-2,7-naphthalenedisulfonic acid complexes
in the quantification of polyphenols in medicinal
plants. Food Chemistry 138(2-3):1325-32 doi: 10.1016/j.
foodchem.2012.11.045.
Silva RNO, Sousa EM, Prado AF, Muller AH, Amarante
CB, Povoa MM, Mota EF, Dolabela MF (2011)
Phytochemical prospection and antiplasmoidal activity
of the hexane extract from Montrichardia linifera (Arruda)
Schott. Revista Cubana de Plantas Medicinales 16:135-139
ISSN 1028-4796.
Stevenson PC, Dayarathna TK, Belmain SR, Veitch
NC (2009) Bisdesmosidic saponins from Securidaca
longepedunculata roots: Evaluation of deterrency
and toxicity to coleopteran storage pests. Journal of
Agricultural and Food Chemistry 57(1):8860-8867 doi:
10.1021/jf901599j.
Taiz L, Zeiger E (2010) Secondary metabolites and Plant
defense. In: Taiz L, Zeiger E, Plant Phisiology, 5. ed.
[S.l.]: Sinauer Associates, Inc, p. 782.
Tattini M, Galardi C, Pinelli P, Massai R, Remorini D, Agati
G (2004) Differential accumulation of flavonoids and
hydroxycinnamates in leaves of Ligustrum vulgare under
excess light and drought stress. New Phytologist 163:547561 doi: 10.1111/j.1469-8137.2004.01126.x.
Tavares MAGC, Vendramim JD (2005) Bioactivity of
the mexican-tea, Chenopodium ambrosioides L., towards
Sitophilus zeamais Mots. (Coleoptera: Curculionidae).
Neotropical Entomology 34(2):319-323 doi: 10.1590/
S1519-566X2005000200021.
Terezan AP, Rossi RA, Almeida RNA, Freitas TG, Fernandes
JB, Silva MFGF, Vieira PC, Bueno OC, Pagnocca FC,
Pirani JR (2010) Activities of extracts and compounds
from Spiranthera odoratissima St. Hil. (Rutaceae) in
www.javeriana.edu.co/scientiarum/ojs

224

Montrichardia linifera biological, phytochemical, polyphenol content

leaf-cutting ants and their symbiotic fungus. Journal of
Brazilian Chemical Society 21(5):882-886 doi: 10.1590/
S0103-50532010000500016.
Trindade RCP, Silva PP, Araújo-Júnior JX, Lima IS, Paula
JE, Sant’Ana AEG (2008) Mortality of Plutella xylostella
larvae treated with Aspidosperma pyrifolium ethanol
extracts. Pesquisa Agropecuária Brasileira 43(12):18131816 doi: 10.1590/S0100-204X2008001200024.

Trujillo-Trujillo E, Correa-Múnera MA, Castro-Castro TE,
Urrea-Bulla AM (2006) Análisis fitoquímico preliminar
de Montrichardia linifera (Arruda) Schott (Araceae)
Momentos de Ciencia 3(1):85-88.
Van Staden LL, Jäger AK (1998) Effects of plant growth
regulators on the antioxidant system in seedlings of two
maize cultivars subjected to water stress. Plant Growth
Regulation 25:81-87 doi: 10.1023/A:1010774725695.

Potencial biológico, prospección fitoquímica y contenido de
polifenoles de Montrichardia linifera (Araceae)

Potencial biológico, prospecção fitoquímica e teor de
polifenóis de Montrichardia linifera (Araceae)

Resumen. Montrichardia linifera es comúnmente conocida en
Brasil como “aninga”. Fue colectada dos veces (Nov/2008 y
Ago/2009), y sus hojas y tallos fueron extraídos con hexano o
diclorometano y metanol. El potencial biológico y químico, perfil
fitoquímico y contenido de polifenoles de sus extractos fueron
evaluados. Fueron encontradas diferencias en la composición
química: de la primera colecta, los extractos apolares fueron
más ricos, mientras que de la segunda colecta, los polares
fueron los más ricos. Extractos de Ago/2009 mostraron, en
general, actividades antioxidante y citotóxica mayores que los
de Nov/2008. Los extractos de los tallos y hojas de Ago/2009
mostraron un mayor contenido de polifenoles. Cuanto al ensayo
insecticida sobre Sitophilus zeamais, el extracto hexánico de las
hojas (Ago/2009) presentó actividad insecticida concentracióndependiente. Cuando evaluado el potencial antibacteriano,
apenas los extractos metanólicos de los tallos y hojas
(Ago/2009) presentaron un halo de inhibición pequeño (9 y 7
mm, respectivamente) contra Aeromonas hydrophila. Este estudio
muestra que el período de la colecta es un factor importante a
ser considerado cuando los objetivos son estudios fitoquímicos
y de actividades biológicas de M. linifera.

Resumo. Montrichardia linifera é comumente conhecida no
Brasil como “aninga”. Foi coletada duas vezes (Nov/2008 e
Ago/2009), e suas folhas e caules foram extraídos com hexano
ou diclorometano e metanol. O potencial biológico e químico,
perfil fitoquímico e teor de polifenóis de seus extratos foram
avaliados. Foram encontradas diferenças na composição
química: da primeira coleta, os extratos apolares forem mais
ricos, enquanto que da segunda coleta, os polares foram os mais
ricos. Extratos de Ago/2009 mostraram, em geral, atividades
antioxidante e citotóxica maiores que os de Nov/2008. Os
extratos dos caules e das folhas de Ago/2009 mostraram um
maior teor de polifenois. Quanto ao ensaio inseticida sobre
Sitophilus zeamais, o extrato hexânico das folhas (Ago/2009)
apresentou atividade inseticida dependente da concentração.
Quando avaliado o potencial antibacteriano, apenas os extratos
metanólicos dos caules e folhas (Ago/2009) apresentaram
um halo de inhibição pequeno (9 e 7 mm, respectivamente)
contra Aeromonas hydrophila. Este estudo mostra que o período
da coleta é um fator importante a ser considerado quando os
objetivos são estudos fitoquímicos e de atividades biológicas
de M. linifera.

Palabras clave: DPPH; antioxidante; Artemia salina; Aeromonas
hydrophila; Sitophilus zeamais; polifenoles.

Palavras-chave: DPPH; antioxidante; Artemia salina; Aeromonas
hydrophila; Sitophilus zeamais; polifenóis.
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