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ABSTRACT

ARTICLE HISTORY

Frog species of the Centrolenidae family exhibit a high variation in reproductive behaviours. Herein we describe the reproductive, ecological, acoustic and behavioural features of
Hyalinobatrachium cappellei in Southern Amazon. Two hypotheses were also evaluated: (1) are ecological characteristics of
the reproductive site related to male size and quantity of eggs
and clutches? And (2) do males with one or more existing
clutches at reproductive sites accumulate more new clutches
than those males initially without them? This study was conducted at two streams, with sampling at 1 km each in
Southern Amazon. Species reproduction occurred during the
wet season and was considered prolonged breeding. Although
male vocalization occurred on both the upper and underside
of leaves, clutches were most often deposited on the underside of leaves. Males emitted a courtship call upon female
approach. The process of female approach until oviposition
lasted approximately eight hours. After oviposition, females
left the breeding site while males remained near the clutch,
covering it with the belly in ventral brooding behaviour. Thus,
egg attendance is reported for the ﬁrst time for this species.
No intraspeciﬁc or interspeciﬁc aggressive behaviour was
recorded. There was no relationship between habitat characteristics of the reproductive sites and male size, number of
eggs and clutches. However, after 10 days of monitoring, we
found evidences that parental males had a higher number of
clutches than those males initially without clutches. Similar to
other glass frog species, the behavioural characteristics of H.
cappellei make this species an excellent model to use in evaluating the cost-eﬀectiveness of parental care and the importance of egg attendance for oﬀspring survival. Therefore, these
data contribute towards a better understanding of the complex phylogenetic and biogeographic relationships between
centrolenid lineages.
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Introduction
Anurans have the greatest reproductive diversity among all tetrapod vertebrates
(Haddad and Prado 2005; Crump 2015). However, detailed information on the reproductive biology of many species is unknown, especially those occurring in the
Neotropics, which contains the highest species richness (Rodrigues et al. 2007; Wells
2007). Information about a species’ reproductive and ecological aspects contributes to
solutions in taxonomic problems (Guayasamin et al. 2009), assessment of conservation
status and development of strategies in biodiversity conservation following IUCN established criteria (Hoﬀmann et al. 2008).
Biological and reproductive strategies are the combination of physiological, morphological and behavioural attributes that each species adopts in response to environmental conditions in aiming to produce the optimal number of oﬀspring (Duellman and
Trueb 1994). Understanding the complex interactions between biotic and abiotic factors,
and any eﬀects these have on the reproductive strategies of anurans, has been the
subject of many studies (e.g. Landeiro et al. 2014; Schalk and Saenz 2016). Some species
of centrolenids have peculiar reproductive attributes such as territoriality and parental
care (Cisneros-Heredia and Mcdiarmid 2007; Vargas-Salinas et al. 2014), making them
important ecological models in the study of environmental factors which contribute to
increases in the reproductive success of frogs with arboreal reproduction (Vockenhuber
et al. 2009; Valencia-Aguilar et al. 2012; Lehtinen et al. 2014; Mangold et al. 2015;
Valencia and Delia 2016; Delia et al. 2017).
Centrolenids are nocturnal and arboreal species which generally deposit their
clutches on plants or rocks overhanging water bodies. Tadpoles leave the clutch
(stage 25) and ‘drip’ to the body of water, where they complete their development
(Guayasamin et al. 2006; Menin et al. 2009). This behaviour prevents and/or reduces egg
predation by aquatic predators (Magnusson and Hero 1991; Touchon and Worley 2015),
although it simultaneously increases the possibility of clutch desiccation and predation
by animals foraging in arboreal substrate, e.g. grasshoppers, crickets, ants and wasps
(Vockenhuber et al. 2008, 2009). To increase oﬀspring ﬁtness and minimize the eﬀects of
desiccation and predation, some centrolenid species, mainly those belonging to the
genera Centrolene and Hyalinobatrachium, have developed parental care (Vargas-Salinas
et al. 2014). Traditionally, parental care is characterized when the parents increase the
survival and growth of their oﬀspring, often at a cost to their own survival and
reproduction (Smiseth et al. 2012).
Many studies on centrolenid species have analysed male breeding site selection and
the eﬀectiveness of egg attendance in the reproductive success of the group
(Vockenhuber et al. 2008, 2009; Valencia-Aguilar et al. 2012; Lehtinen et al. 2014;
Valencia and Delia 2016). However, little is known about the factors involved in female
selection of breeding sites guarded by territorial males. In some species of ﬁsh and
harvestmen, females show preference for males already in possession of clutches, as this
provides beneﬁts such as dilution of predation, reduction in the costs of male assessment and the certiﬁcation of parenting skills (Stiver and Alonzo 2011; Requena and
Machado 2015). To understand the factors that lead to greater reproductive success, the
selection criteria used by females in partner selection is equally as important as the
selection of breeding sites by males.
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Hyalinobatrachium cappellei was recently the subject of a taxonomic review, resulting
in no distinction between lineages of Hyalinobatrachium crurifasciatum, H. eccentricum,
H. ignioculus, and H. cappellei, therefore all were synonymized as Hyalinobatrachium
cappellei (Castroviejo-Fisher et al. 2011). No detailed information about the reproductive
biology of the species has been recorded, apart from that males vocalize in trees and
shrubs near water bodies with some individuals found close to one or more clutches
during the day and night (Castroviejo-Fisher et al. 2011; Noronha et al. 2012). Knowledge
of the ecological and reproductive aspects of centrolenids is important as it contributes
to further understanding of the complex phylogenetic and biogeographic relationships
between lineages (Guayasamin et al. 2009). Therefore, the objectives of this study were
to describe the reproductive, ecological, acoustic and behavioural features of H. cappellei
in the Southern Amazon. Two hypotheses were also evaluated: (1) are ecological
characteristics of the reproductive site (height, distance to water, water depth, leaf
area, canopy opening, stream velocity, pH and dissolved oxygen) related to male size
and quantity of eggs and clutches? And (2) do males with one or more existing clutches
at reproductive sites accumulate more new clutches than those males initially without
clutches, as shown in other groups such as harvestmen and ﬁsh?

Material and methods
This study was conducted at two streams located at Fazenda São Nicolau (−9.818611°S,
−58.260556°W), municipality of Cotriguaçu, in the north-west portion of Mato Grosso,
Brazil. Monthly visits were carried out from January 2014 to May 2016 to evaluate the
temporal distribution of the species. Sampling was intensiﬁed during the wet seasons
between the months of October 2014 to May 2015 and October 2015 to May 2016 due
to the stability of rainfall and an increase in the abundance of individuals. The region’s
vegetation is characterized as open and dense Ombrophyle forest (Veloso et al. 1991),
200–300 m above sea level. The region’s climate is tropical, hot and humid, with an
average temperature of 24°C and relative humidity around 80% (Vourlitis et al. 2002).
Average annual rainfall is 2034 mm, with a dry season from April to September and a
wet season from October to March (Noronha et al. 2015).
Transects of 1 km in length were established at each stream and monitored for seven
nights per month between 17.00 h and midnight. Sporadic diurnal visits were also
performed to verify male permanence during the day. Five oviposition events were
monitored until complete deposition of eggs, which occurred at approximately 04.00 h.
Vocalizing males and clutches were georeferenced, numbered and the breeding site
marked with ﬂagging tape for subsequent monitoring. Behavioural data were also
recorded using a headlamp with red light. Males were identiﬁed using photo-identiﬁcation through stains and spots on the dorsum of individuals. Behavioural data (photos
and videos) was recorded with a Nikon D90 camera (Nikon Corporation, Manaus,
Amazonas, Brazil).
Advertisement and courtship calls were recorded using a Marantz PMD 660 recorder
adapted with a Sennheiser ME 66 unidirectional microphone. Digital recordings were
sampled at 44.1 kHz with 16-bit resolution and saved as wave ﬁles. Calls were analysed
and digitalized with Raven Pro v1. 3 software (Bioacoustics Research Program 2008).
Comparative analyses were performed to detect possible diﬀerences between the
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advertisement call, previously described by Myers and Donnelly (1997), and the courtship call, ﬁrstly described in this study. We used the Bray–Curtis distance measure to
obtain dissimilarity values between the advertisement and courtship call using nonmetric multidimensional scaling (NMDS). The NMDS scores were used as dependent
variables in multivariate analysis of variance models (MANOVA) to analyse diﬀerences
between the two types of calls, relating to the temporal and spectral parameters (call
duration and range, number and length of notes, intervals between notes, minimum,
maximum and dominant frequency). All statistical analyses were performed with the R
software (R Development Core Team 2017), using the vegan and mass packages.
Physical and chemical parameters were measured to characterize reproductive sites, with
measurements performed at the time during which the male or the clutch were located.
Clutch/male height and distance to water were measured using a tape measure. Leaf width
and length and stream depth were measured with a millimetric ruler (0.1 mm). Canopy
openness was measured with a concave spherical densiometer, model C (Lemmon 1957).
Stream velocity was measured using the time spent by a ﬂoat switch to travel 1 m, therefore
stream velocity was obtained in m s–1. Dissolved oxygen (%) and pH within the stream were
measured with an Oakton PCD-650 multiparameter (Oakton Instruments, Vernon Hills,
Illinois, US). A total of 42 males were measured with a digital calliper (0.01 mm), and
33 males were not measured as they were not near to the clutch during sampling and/or
were located in very high places. Of the plants used as reproductive sites that were
collected; 82% were identiﬁed to genus level and 68% identiﬁed to species level. Leaf
area was determined using the ellipse area formula (Vockenhuber et al. 2008), i.e. leaf
area = (leaf length/2) × (leaf width/2) × π. Multiple regressions were carried out to analyse
whether characteristics of the reproductive site or size of the male inﬂuenced the amount of
clutches and eggs. We transformed the variables using Box–Cox transformation, whenever
the criteria for normality and homoscedasticity were not achieved (Box and Cox 1964).
To suggest the hypothesis that males already in possession of one or more clutches
at the reproductive site ultimately obtain more clutches than those males initially without clutches, we observed 10 males for 10 days during the rainy season (ﬁve males with
one or more clutches and ﬁve males without clutches). Subsequently, we conducted a
t-test to evaluate whether there was a diﬀerence in the total number of clutches
obtained between the two groups at the end of the studied period. We included in
the analyses only clutches obtained after observations begun.

Results
Reproductive aspects and site selection
The reproductive period of H. cappellei corresponds with the region’s wet season
(r2 = 0.61, F = 22.38, p = 0.003) and lasted over six months. Males began calling
activity in the month of November and ceased in April. Seventy-ﬁve reproductive
sites were recorded, all of which were located on leaves. Sixty-six sites were with
clutches (single or multiple) and nine without clutches. The average distance
between sites was 19.28 m, with a minimum distance of 0.3 m (males sharing the
same leaf) and a maximum of 190 m, resulting in 37 reproductive sites per km of
sampled stream.
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Figure 1. Reproductive behaviours of Hyalinobatrachium cappellei at Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso, Brazil.
(a) Vocalizing male on the upper face of leaf with a clutch on the lower face; (b) clutch with hatching
tadpoles; (c) multiple disposition of clutches on the same leaf; (d) male ventral brooding behaviour
after remaining for a few minutes in the rain; (e) male near clutch during the day; (f) couple in
amplexus.

Calling males (Figure 1(a)) and clutches (Figure 1(b)) were found on trees and
shrubs overhanging the water. The males alternated vocalization cycles on upper
and lower surface of a leaf during the night; however, 95.45% of clutches were
found on the lower face (Figure 1(c)). The plants most used for reproductive sites
were Anaxagorea dolichocarpa Sprague and Sandwith (Annonaceae) and
Phenakospermum guyannense (Rich.) Endl. (Strelitziaceae), 18.6% and 5.3% respectively. The average number of clutches per leaf was 1.70 with an average of 17.20
eggs per clutch (Table 1). Males began calling shortly before sunset, at approximately 17.40 h, ending at around 05.00 h. A peak in calling activity was recorded
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Table 1. Snout–vent length of male/female and biotic and abiotic data related to the reproductive
sites of Hyalinobatrachium cappellei in Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso, Brazil.

Male size (SVL) (mm)
Female size (SVL) (mm)
Number of clutches per leaf
Number of eggs per clutch
Height (cm)
Water horizontal distance (cm)
Leaf area (cm2)
Canopy opening (%)
Water depth (cm)
Stream velocity (m s–1)
pH
Dissolved oxygen (%)

Average
22.24 ± 0.74
22.47 ± 1.33
1.70 ± 1.24
17.20 ± 6.92
188 ± 64.57
119.40 ± 126.67
405,76 ± 931.26
16.60 ± 4.99
15.89 ± 14.64
0.09 ± 0.10
4.81 ± 2.03
18.79 ± 15.19

Maximum
23.7
23.90
6
32
500
700
4647.2
33.28
58
0.33
6.71
67.9

Minimum
20.63
20.27
1
4
89
0
3.29
9.36
0
0
0
0

Total number of
observed events (N)
42
5
128
2133
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
75

Table 2. Relationship between male size, number of clutches and number of eggs in respect to
characteristics of the reproductive sites for Hyalinobatrachium cappellei in Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso,
Brazil.
Biotic variables
Abiotic variables
Height (cm)
Water horizontal distance (cm)
Leaf area (cm2)
Canopy opening (%)
Water depth (cm)
Stream velocity (m s–1)
pH
Dissolved oxygen (%)

Male size
r2 = 0.12;F8,32 = 0.58
p = 0.79
p = 0.60
p = 0.93
p = 0.37
p = 0.92
p = 0.35
p = 0.91
p = 0.93

Number of clutches
r2 = 0.16;F8,32 = 0.78
p = 0.38
p = 0.80
p = 0.67
p = 0.43
p = 0.35
p = 0.10
p = 0.36
p = 0.61

Number of eggs
r2 = 0.12;F8,32 = 0.58
p = 0.79
p = 0.60
p = 0.93
p = 0.37
p = 0.92
p = 0.33
p = 0.91
p = 0.93

between 20.00 h to 01.00 h. Several males were observed with their ventral surface
in contact with the clutches during the nocturnal period (Figure 1(d), ventral
brooding sensu Vockenhuber et al. 2009), and remaining near to the clutch during
the day (Figure 1(e)). The multiple regression analysis performed to evaluate the
relationship between the habitat characteristics of the reproductive site (height,
distance to water, water depth, leaf area, canopy opening, stream velocity, pH and
dissolved oxygen) and male size, number of eggs and clutches (Table 1) did not
show any signiﬁcant relationship (Table 2).

Courtship, oviposition and egg attendance behaviour
Five female approach, pre-amplexus and oviposition events were recorded. Courtship
behaviour displayed between couples was similar, thus the description follows the
behaviour of the couple in Figure 1(f) (a video recording of this couple is provided as
supplementary material). At approximately 20.30 h, we observed the female at 2 m
height approaching the male (Figure 2), jumping from branches adjacent to the perched
calling male (1.44 m). This approach process lasted on average 10 min (SD ± 1.92 min).
Once the female arrived on the male’s leaf, the male remained stationary and changed
his vocalization to a courtship call. The female approached the male and touched his
forelimb and snout, while the male remained motionless and calling. After making
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Figure 2. Sequence of courtship and oviposition behaviour in Hyalinobatrachium cappellei (a, b)
Female approaching the calling male which initiates the vocalization of courtship call; (c) female
touching the male; (d) male ‘turns’ its body around the female; (e) amplexus formation; (f) couple
traverses both the upper and lower face of the leaf; (g) oviposition, (h) female leaves the top of
clutch while male remains, rotating the body; (i) male remains on clutch while the female abandons
the reproductive site. Illustration by Milton Cordova.

contact with the male, the female positioned itself in parallel to the male and amplexus
occurred. On three occasions before the completion of mating, the male performed a
360° rotation over the female’s body.
During amplexus, the couple moved slowly and repeatedly between the lower
and upper faces of the leaf. This process lasted approximately seven hours until
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Figure 3. Non-aggressive behaviours of Hyalinobatrachium cappellei in Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso,
Brazil. (a) Two males vocalizing on diﬀerent leaves of the same plant; (b) two males sharing the
same leaf, the arrow indicates couple in amplexus; (c) invasive couple in amplexus, with the arrow
indicating the male resident; (d) female retreating from a couple in amplexus.

oviposition (mean = 7.08 h, SD ± 1.06 h, n = 5). At approximately 04.00 h the
couple positioned themselves on the leaf’s lower face and initiated oviposition. As
the eggs were deposited, the female moved forward, disengaging from amplexus,
while the male remained on the deposited eggs. After ending oviposition, the
female remained on the leaf for three minutes, then stepped away from the male
and the clutch. The time from oviposition to female retreat lasted approximately
25 min (SD ± 3.70 min).
No aggressive behaviour among conspeciﬁc males or between males and predators was observed. Two cases of males calling close to each other (0.3 m) were
recorded (Figure 3(a)). In one of these cases, two males were vocalizing on the
same leaf (Figure 3(b)). On a single occasion we observed a couple in amplexus
invading the reproductive site of another male. Although the male resident showed
signs of agitation, no aggressive interactions were observed (Figure 3(c)). In a
separate event, we observed two females approaching the same male. One of the
females soon approached and made contact with the male, subsequently forming
amplexus. Shortly after the second female arrived near the couple (Figure 3(d)) on
the same leaf and remained stationary for two minutes before moving to another
leaf.
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Figure 4. Sonogram and oscillogram of (a) advertisement call and (b) courtship call of
Hyalinobatrachium cappellei at Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso, Brazil.

Bioacoustic analysis
The advertisement (Figure 4(a)) and courtship calls (Figure 4(b)) showed a multipulse
pattern. However, acoustic parameters measured between the two call types were
varied (Table 3). The advertisement call is composed of a single note characterized as
a ‘peeeep’ lasting on average 0.319 seconds (± 0.014), while the courtship call has two
notes with an average duration of 1.077 seconds (± 0.06), and is characterized as
‘peeeep. . .fîîî’ (the calls are provided as supplementary material, inter-call intervals
were reduced). We found signiﬁcant diﬀerences between the advertisement and courtship calls (MANOVA, Pillai trace = 0.65; F2,28 = 26.52; p < 0.01; Figure 5). The ﬁrst two axes
captured 95% of the variation of the original data.
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Table 3. Temporal and spectral parameters of the advertisement (four individuals) and courtship call
(ﬁve individuals) of Hyalinobatrachium cappellei in Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso, Brazil.
Number of notes
Call duration (s)
Inter-call interval (s)
Inter-notes interval (s)
Minimum Frequency (Hz)
Maximum Frequency (Hz)
Dominant Frequency (Hz)

Advertisement call (n = 19)

Courtship call (n = 12)

1
0.319 ± 0.014
(0.298–0.350)
24.885 ± 10.653
(4.200–41.241)
-

2
1.07 ± 0.06
(1.017–1.254)
36.594 ± 14.129
(24.555–57.120)
0.434 ± 0.055
(0.326–0.517)

3658.5 ± 173.6
(3381–3947.7)
5339.6 ± 125.7
(5178.7–5664.2)
4850.6 ± 76.2
(4737.3–4995.7)

Note 1
3498.3 ± 201.2
(3165.9–3839.7)
5802.4 ± 240.6
(5421.5–6149.7)
4873.6 ± 112.9
(4651.2–4995.7)

Note 2
3396.4 ± 128
(3267–3661.5)
4347 ± 385.8
(4086.3–5512.5)
3962.1 ± 307.2
(3789.9–4909.6)

Notes: Time is given in seconds (s) and frequency in Hertz (Hz). All recordings were done between 24.8 and 27°C. Values
are presented as mean ± standard deviation (minimum–maximum); n = number of notes analysed. Individuals were
not collected and were recorded about 0.50 m.

Figure 5. First two axes of nonmetric multidimensional scaling (NMDS), composed by acoustics
parameters of advertisement call (A) and courtship call (C) of Hyalinobatrachium cappellei in
Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso, Brazil.

Predation
Six predation events were observed, four involving clutches abandoned by males and
two involving clutches with parental attendance. Abandoned clutches suﬀered from
predation by diﬀerent types of insects (cockroaches, moths, bush crickets and ants,
Figure 6(a–d)), as well as desiccation and the development of fungi (Figure 6(e), 6(f)).
Clutches with parental attendance were partially predated (we do not know if the male
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Figure 6. Observed predation and parasitoid events on Hyalinobatrachium cappellei clutches in Cotriguaçu,
Mato Grosso, Brazil. Clutches without male attendance suﬀering predation by (a) Blattodea; (b) Noctuidae
moth family; (c) Tettigoniidae bush crickets; and (d) ants, Pheidole sp. (e, f) Abandoned clutch, process of
dehydration and initiated fungi development after four days.

was or was not near to the clutch during predation). However, the males continued to
care for the remaining eggs, which reached the hatching stage.

Number of clutches between males with and without pre-existing egg masses
Our data suggested that males with one or more clutches obtained more new clutches
than those males without initial clutches during the period studied (t = 2.62, df = 4,
p = 0.04; Figure 7). Males with initial clutches gained an average of 3.80 new clutches
(maximum = 6; minimum = 2; SD ±1.78, n = 5), and males without initial clutches gained
an average of 1.80 new clutches (maximum = 3; minimum = 2; SD ± 0.83, n = 5).
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Figure 7. Number of clutches recorded in a 10-day period between Hyalinobatrachium cappellei
males initially with clutches and males initially without clutches at Cotriguaçu, Mato Grosso, Brazil.

Discussion
Reproductive aspects and site selection
Hyalinobatrachyum cappellei can be classiﬁed as prolonged breeder (Wells 1977;
Rodrigues et al. 2007) whose reproductive period lasts approximately six months and
coincides with the region’s wet season. We believe that the prolonged reproductive
period facilitates a reduction in intraspeciﬁc competition and increases the reproductive
success of H. cappellei. Further, as the wet season contains higher precipitation and
increase of stream water, this creates a suitable environment for tadpole development
for species with moisture-dependent arboreal clutches, and enables them to avoid egg
and embryo desiccation (Prado et al. 2005; Rodrigues et al. 2007).
Most centrolenid genera typically deposit their clutches on the upper faces of leaves
(e.g. Centrolene, Vitreorana and Teratohyla); however, the majority of species in the
Hyalinobatrachium genus deposit their clutches on the lower faces of leaves
(Guayasamin et al. 2009; Nokhbatolfoghahai et al. 2015). It is possible that this strategy
has been adopted to reduce clutch desiccation by providing protection from direct
exposure to wind and solar radiation. However, this positioning also precludes them
from directly receiving rain and mist, which is probably compensated by the male’s
hydration process (Delia et al. 2010).
Our results did not ﬁnd any relationship between characteristics of the reproductive
site and male size or quantity of eggs and clutches. Similarly, no signiﬁcant diﬀerence
between habitat characteristics used by males attending one or multiple clutches was
observed in H. aureoguttatum and Nymphargus ignotus (Restrepo and Naranjo 1999;
Valencia-Aguilar et al. 2012). In C. savagei, larger males obtained a greater number of
mating events (Vargas-Salinas et al. 2014), and H. ﬂeischmanni males located at higher
sites had a higher frequency of new clutches (Greer and Wells 1980). Calling from higher
sites and also on larger leaves allows a greater propagation of sound (Wells and
Schwartz 1982); however, there is no evidence which conﬁrms H. ﬂeischmanni males
choose a location by its acoustic characteristics. Anaxagorea dolichocarpa is a common
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plant found within the riparian zone of the present study (pers. obs.) and the males may
be using the most available resource in the area. But many centrolenid species show
preference for depositing clutches on plants with large and smooth leaves (Vockenhuber
et al. 2008; Valencia-Aguilar et al. 2012), such as Anaxagorea dolichocarpa and
Phenakospermum guyannense, the plants most used by H. cappellei. Cabanzo-Olarte
et al. (2013) found through the application of an electivity index that male and female
Espadarana andina almost strictly selected green leaves of the broad-leaved species
Hedychium coronarium (Zingiberaceae) for calling and oviposition. We believe that these
arboreal plant species are the most used due to their leaf size and smooth surface
(absence of trichomes), which facilitates egg adhesion and oﬀers more space for new
clutch additions (Vockenhuber et al. 2008; Valencia-Aguilar et al. 2012; Cabanzo-Olarte
et al. 2013; Rojas-Morales and Escobar-Lasso 2013). We also believe that the choice of
reproductive site involves a complex balance between biotic and abiotic characteristics
which should be analysed in the future to better understand the selection criteria used
by centrolenid species.

Courtship, oviposition and egg attendance behaviour
The passivity of H. cappellei males, which remain motionless waiting for tactile stimulation from the female, was also observed in H. ﬂeischmanni (Jacobson 1985). However in
Centrolene savagei, males approached ﬁrst, providing visual and tactile stimulation to the
females (Vargas-Salinas et al. 2014). There are few descriptions of courtship behaviour in
Centrolenidae, though the courtship behaviour observed in H. cappellei is similar to that
described for C. savagei (Vargas-Salinas et al. 2014), H. ﬂeischmanni (Greer and Wells
1980; Jacobson 1985) and H. orientale (Nokhbatolfoghahai et al. 2015).
The courtship and oviposition behaviour of H. orientale lasts approximately seven
hours (Nokhbatolfoghahai et al. 2015) and is quite similar to that observed in H. cappellei
(eight hours). During a large proportion of this time, for both species, the couple move
around both sides of the leaf’s surface, where oviposition will occur. This prolonged
period in amplexus before oviposition is probably used by the female to analyse the
quality of the males and the reproductive site. This type of prolonged amplexus was
observed by Greer and Wells (1980) in H. ﬂeischmanni; these authors suggested this
inspection by the female, but before amplexus formation. Anuran selection of oviposition sites includes the recognition and discrimination of the physical and chemical
structure of the water body, as well as avoiding risk factors such as desiccation,
competition, parasitism, cannibalism and predation (Silva and Giaretta 2008; Touchon
and Worley 2015). Thus, the species can select the most beneﬁcial oviposition site for
their oﬀspring to maximize ﬁtness (Resetarits and Wilbur 1989; Pintar and Resetarits
2017). In species with terrestrial oviposition and aquatic tadpoles, the mechanisms of
choice require diﬀerentiated criteria in the selection process, assuming conﬂicting risks,
such as arboreal egg desiccation and aquatic egg predation (Touchon and Worley 2015).
The diurnal and nocturnal male egg attendance observed in this study has been
reported for other centrolenid species (Vockenhuber et al. 2008). However, this is the
ﬁrst record of egg attendance for H. cappellei. Parental care in centrolenids has always
been described as being exclusively performed by males, but recently, Valencia and
Delia (2016) recorded for the ﬁrst time prolonged maternal care in centrolenids in the
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monotypic Ikakogi tayrona, and a brief period of maternal care (ﬁrst night behaviours)
for many centrolenid species (Delia et al. 2017). In H. cappellei, males remained close
to the clutches during a large part of the day, and at night was often seen on
clutches, with the belly covering the eggs (ventral brooding behaviour). This behaviour is considered a process which aims to hydrate the clutch, resulting in the
transfer of water from the male’s abdomen to the clutch (Taigen et al. 1984;
Vockenhuber et al. 2008), or through the emptying of the parent’s bladder onto
the eggs (Delia et al. 2017). In addition, recent studies have demonstrated that the
direct contact between adult and clutch causes a vertical transmission (when symbionts are transferred from parents to oﬀspring) of innate defences by changing the
microbial community and reducing the infestation of eggs by fungi (Walke et al. 2011;
Valencia and Delia 2016). Egg attendance in amphibians is typically associated with
species possessing terrestrial or arboreal oviposition, with the main function being to
reduce mortality of embryos that may be vulnerable to predators, pathogens and
desiccation (Lehtinen et al. 2014).

Bioacoustic analysis
The advertisement call, the most common anuran vocalization, is emitted by males to
attract conspeciﬁc females for reproduction and to segregate calling males. In contrast, the courtship call is a close-range communication between male and female,
prior to amplexus, for stimulation and orientation of the females (Toledo et al. 2014).
Change between the advertisement and courtship calls typically occurs in other
species of anurans, including other centrolenid species such as C. savagei and H.
ﬂeischmanni (Jacobson 1985; Vargas-Salinas et al. 2014), and apparently in H. orientale
(Nokhbatolfoghahai et al. 2015). There is no description of acoustic parameters of the
courtship call in H. orientale, only C. savagei and H. ﬂeischmanni, which share similar
frequencies to H. cappellei. The diﬀerence in the courtship call of H. cappellei is the
emission of two notes, while C. savagei and H. ﬂeischmanni emit only one note (Greer
and Wells 1980; Vargas-Salinas et al. 2014). The courtship call is seen as a strategy
adopted by the chosen male in order to appear more conspicuous in a choir of males.
Courtship calling during the female’s approach is probably common between diﬀerent anuran species, but it has not been reported for many species due to the lack of
detailed observations during courtship behaviour (Wells 2007). More detailed behavioural studies on centrolenids are necessary to detect, record and analyse courtship
calls to help explain the factors that determine acoustic changes during courting
between species.

Predation
Predation occurred on abandoned clutches, and also on clutches in the presence of a
monitoring male. However, in the clutches with a male present, some viable eggs
(tadpoles hatched) always remained after predation, unlike abandoned clutches, where
all eggs were completely lost to predation, desiccation and fungal growth. These
observations empirically corroborate several studies that experimentally veriﬁed the
importance of egg attendance in centrolenids, demonstrating their eﬃcacy against
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predation and desiccation (Vockenhuber et al. 2009; Valencia-Aguilar et al. 2012;
Lehtinen et al. 2014; Valencia and Delia 2016). Therefore, we suggest that future studies
evaluate the eﬀectiveness of male presence against predation and development of
pathogens in H. cappellei.

Number of clutches between males with and without pre-existing egg masses
In species where parental care is exclusively provided by the male, females might judge
a male’s quality according to his parenting skills. Some female species of harvestmen
and ﬁsh prefer to mate with males that already have eggs (Stiver and Alonzo 2011;
Requena and Machado 2015). Thus, females can beneﬁt their oﬀspring by reducing the
probability of predation and increase the chances of survival through parental care
given by the male (Requena and Machado 2015). Female sexual preference based on
male parenting skills is suggested as the main selective pressure that favours the
evolution and maintenance of parental care exclusively in males (Klug et al. 2012).
However, parental care involves a cost-beneﬁt to the male because of the greater risk
of predation, reduced foraging time, and loss of opportunities for new mates (Cheng
et al. 2013). Our data suggest the females prefer males already in possession of clutches;
however, we believe that experimental manipulations are necessary to corroborate this
hypothesis. However, it is important evidence for use in further research.
In summary, Hyalinobatrachium cappellei showed similar behavioural, acoustic, and
reproductive characteristics to other species of the genus Hyalinobatrachium. However,
we register behaviours previously unknown for this species, such as egg attendance and
courtship calls. More research is needed to relate the number of clutches under male
care with the frequency of call emission, frequency of new clutches, and the number of
hatched tadpoles, to understand male parental skills and female mating preferences in
this species. To this extent, the behavioural characteristics of H. cappellei make this
species an excellent model to evaluate the cost-eﬀectiveness of parental care and the
importance of egg attendance for reproductive success.

Acknowledgements
We are grateful to André Pansonato, Christine Strussmann, Thiago Izzo and reviewers for valuable
comments and suggestions on the manuscript.

Disclosure statement
No potential conﬂict of interest was reported by the authors.

Funding
This work was supported by the ONF-Brazil, FAPEMAT [grant number 300729/2010] and CNPq/
CAPES [grant numbers 558225/2009-8, 501408/2009-6, 457466/2012-0, scholarship to JCN].

222

J. D. C. D. NORONHA AND D. D. J. RODRIGUES

ORCID
Janaina da Costa de Noronha
Domingos de Jesus Rodrigues

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0480-085X
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8360-2036

References
Bioacoustics Research Program. 2008. Raven Pro: interactive sound analysis software. Version 1.3.
Ithaca (NY): Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
Box GEP, Cox DR. 1964. An analysis of transformations. J R Stat Soc. 26:211–252.
Cabanzo-Olarte LC, Ramírez-Pinilla MP, Serrano-Cardozo VH. 2013. Oviposition, site preference,
and evaluation of male clutch attendance in Espadarana andina (Anura: Centrolenidae). J
Herpetol. 47:314–320.
Castroviejo-Fisher S, Vilà C, Ayarzagüena J, Blanc M, Ernst R. 2011. Species diversity of
Hyalinobatrachium (Anura, Centrolenidae) from the Guiana, with the description of two new
species. Zootaxa. 3132:1–55.
Cheng WC, Chen YH, Yu HT, Roberts JD, Kam YC. 2013. Sequential polygyny during egg attendance is rare in a tree frog and does not increase male ﬁtness. Ethology. 119:1–10.
Cisneros-Heredia DF, Mcdiarmid R. 2007. Revision of the characters of Centrolenidae (Amphibia:
Anura: Athesphatanura), with comments on its taxonomy and the description of new taxa of
glassfrogs. Zootaxa. 1572:1–82.
Crump ML. 2015. Anuran Reproductive Modes: evolving Perspectives. J Herpetol. 49:1–16.
Delia J, Bravo-Valencia L, Warkentin KM. 2017. Patterns of parental care in Neotropical glassfrogs:
ﬁeldwork alters hypotheses of sex-role evolution. J Evol Biol. 30:898–914.
Delia J, Cisneros-Heredia DF, Whitney J, Murrieta-Galindo R. 2010. Observations on the reproductive behavior of a Neotropical glassfrog, Hyalinobatrachium ﬂeischmanni (Anura: Centrolenidae).
South Am J Herpetol. 5:1–12.
Duellman WE, Trueb L. 1994. Biology of Amphibians. Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins
University Press.
Greer BJ, Wells KD. 1980. Territorial and reproductive behavior of the tropical american frog
Centrolenella ﬂeischmanni. Herpetologica. 36:318–326.
Guayasamin JM, Bustamante MR, Almeida-Reinoso D, Funk WC. 2006. Glass frogs (Centrolenidae)
of Yanayacu Biological Station, Ecuador, with the description of a new species and comments
on centrolenid systematics. Zool J Linn Soc. 147:489–513.
Guayasamin JM, Castroviejo-Fisher S, Trueb L, Ayarzagüena J, Rada M, Vilà C. 2009. Phylogenetic
systematics of Glassfrogs (Amphibia: Centrolenidae) and their sister taxon Allophryne ruthveni.
Zootaxa. 2100:1–97.
Haddad CFB, Prado CPA. 2005. Reproductive modes in frogs and their unexpected diversity in the
Atlantic Forest of Brazil. Bioscience. 55:207–217.
Hoﬀmann M, Brooks TM, Fonseca GAB, Da, Gascon C, Hawkins AFA, James RE, Langhammer P,
Mittermeier RA, Pilgrim JD, Rodrigues ASL, et al. 2008. . Conservation planning and the IUCN
Red List Conservation planning and the IUCN Red List. Endanger Species Res. 6:113–125.
Jacobson SK. 1985. Reproductive behavior and male mating success in two species of of Glass
Frogs (Centrolenidae). Herpetologica. 41:396–404.
Klug H, Alonzo SH, Bonsall MB. 2012. Theoretical foundations of parental care. In: Royle NJ, Smiseth
PT, Kölliker M, editors. Evol Parent care. Oxford: Oxford University Press; p. 21–39.
Landeiro VL, Waldez F, Menin M. 2014. Spatial and environmental patterns of Amazonian anurans:
diﬀerences between assemblages with aquatic and terrestrial reproduction, and implications for
conservation management. Nat E Conserv. 12:42–46.
Lehtinen RM, Green SE, Pringle JL. 2014. Impacts of paternal care and seasonal change on
oﬀspring survival: A multiseason experimental study of a caribbean frog. Ethology. 120:400–
409.
Lemmon PE. 1957. Using forest densiometers. J For. 55:667–669.

JOURNAL OF NATURAL HISTORY

223

Magnusson WE, Hero JM. 1991. Predation and the evolution of complex oviposition behaviour in
Amazon rainforest frogs. Oecologia. 86:310–318.
Mangold A, Trenkwalder K, Ringler M, Hödl W, Ringler E. 2015. Low reproductive skew despite high
male-biased operational sex ratio in a glass frog with paternal care. BMC Evol Biol. 15:181.
Menin M, Lima AP, Rodrigues DJ. 2009. The tadpole of Vitreorana oyampiensis (Anura,
Centrolenidae) in Central Amazonia, Brazil. Zootaxa. 2203:65–68.
Myers C, Donnelly M. 1997. A Tepui herpetofauna on a granitic mountain (Tamacuari) in the
borderland between Venezuela and Brazil: report from the Phipps Tapirapecó Expedition. Am
Museum Novit. 3213:1–71.
Nokhbatolfoghahai M, Pollock CJ, Downie JR. 2015. Oviposition and development in the glass frog
Hyalinobatrachium orientale (Anura: Centrolenidae). Phyllomedusa. 14:3–17.
Noronha JC, Lima MM, Velasquez CL, Almeida EJ, Barros AB, Rodrigues DJ. 2015. Update das
espécies de anuros da Fazenda São Nicolau, Mato Grosso, Brasil. Sci Electron Arch. 8:15–25.
Noronha JC, Rodrigues DJ, Barros AB, Almeida EJ. 2012. New record and distribution map of
Hyalinobatrachium cappellei (van Lidth de Jeude 1904) (Anura: Centrolenidae). Herpetol Notes.
5:467–468.
Pintar MR, Resetarits JWJ. 2017. Out with the old, in with the New: oviposition preference matches
larval success in Cope’s Gray Treefrog, Hyla chrysoscelis. J Herpetol. 51:186–189.
Prado CPDA, Uetanabaro M, Haddad CFB. 2005. Breeding activity patterns, reproductive modes,
and habitat use by anurans (Amphibia) in a seasonal environment in the Pantanal, Brazil.
Amphibia-Reptilia. 26:211–221.
R Development Core Team. 2017. R: A language and environment for statistical computing. R
Foundation for Statistical Computing. Version 3.4.1. Vienna (AUT).
Requena GS, Machado G. 2015. Eﬀects of egg attendance on male mating success in a harvestman
with exclusive paternal care. Behav Ecol. 26:926–935.
Resetarits WJ Jr, Wilbur HM. 1989. Choice of oviposition site by Hyla chrysoscelis: role of predators
and competitors. Ecology. 70:220–228.
Restrepo J, Naranjo L. 1999. Ecología reproductiva de una población de Cochranella ignota (Anura:
Centrolenidae). Rev La Acad Colomb Ciencias Exactas, Físicas Y Nat. 23:49–59.
Rodrigues DJ, Uetanabaro M, Lopes FS. 2007. Breeding biology of Phyllomedusa azurea Cope, 1862
and P. sauvagii Boulenger, 1882 (Anura) from the Cerrado, Central Brazil. J Nat Hist. 41:1841–
1851.
Rojas-Morales JA, Escobar-Lasso S. 2013. Notes on the natural history of three glass frogs species
(Anura: centrolenidae) from the Andean Central Cordillera of Colombia. Boletín Cientíﬁco Del
Cent Museos Mus Hist Nat. 17:127–140.
Schalk CM, Saenz D. 2016. Environmental drivers of anuran calling phenology in a seasonal
Neotropical ecosystem. Austral Ecol. 41:16–27.
Silva WR, Giaretta AA. 2008. Seleção de sítios de oviposição em anuros (Lissamphibia). Biota
Neotrop. 8:243–248.
Smiseth PT, Kölliker M, Royle NJ. 2012. What is parental care? In: Royle NJ, Smiseth P,T, Kolliker M,
editors. Evol parent care. Oxford (UK): Oxford University Press; p. 1–17.
Stiver KA, Alonzo SH. 2011. Alloparental care increases mating success. Behav Ecol. 22:206–211.
Taigen TL, Pough FH, Stewart MM. 1984. Water balance of terrestrial anuran (Eleutherodactylus
coqui) eggs: Importance of parental care. Ecology. 65:248–255.
Toledo LF, Martins IA, Bruschi DP, Passos MA, Alexandre C, Haddad CFB. 2014. The anuran calling
repertoire in the light of social context. Acta Ethol. 18:87–99.
Touchon JC, Worley JL. 2015. Oviposition site choice under conﬂicting risks demonstrates that
aquatic predators drive terrestrial egg-laying. Proc R Soc B. 282:1–7.
Valencia LB, Delia J. 2016. Maternal care in a glassfrog: care function and commitment to oﬀspring
in Ikakogi tayrona. Behav Ecol Sociobiol. 70:41–48.
Valencia-Aguilar A, Castro-Herrera F, Ramírez-Pinilla MP. 2012. Microhabitats for oviposition and
male clutch attendance in Hyalinobatrachium aureoguttatum (Anura: Centrolenidae). Copeia.
2012:722–731.

224

J. D. C. D. NORONHA AND D. D. J. RODRIGUES

Vargas-Salinas F, Quintero-Ángel A, Osorio-Domínguez D, Rojas-Morales JA, Escobar-Lasso S,
Alfonso PDG-C, Rivera-Correah M, Amézquita A. 2014. Breeding and parental behaviour in the
glass frog Centrolene savagei (Anura: Centrolenidae). J Nat Hist. 48:1689–1705.
Veloso HP, Rangel Filho ALR, Lima JCA. 1991. Classiﬁcação da vegetação brasileira adaptada a um
sistema universal. Rio de Janeiro: Fundação Instituto Brasileiro de Geograﬁa e Estatística IBGE.
Vockenhuber EA, Hödl W, Amézquita A. 2009. Glassy fathers do matter: egg attendance enhances
embryonic survivorship in the glass frog Hyalinobatrachium valerioi. J Herpetol. 43:340–344.
Vockenhuber EA, Hödl W, Karpfen U. 2008. Reproductive behaviour of the glass frog
Hyalinobatrachium valerioi (Anura: Centrolenidae) at the tropical stream Quebrada Negra (La
Gamba, Costa Rica). Stapﬁa. 88:335–348.
Vourlitis GL, Filho NP, Hayashi MMS, Nogueira JDS, Caseiro FT, Campelo JH Jr. 2002. Seasonal
variations in the evapotranspiration of a transitional tropical forest of Mato Grosso, Brazil. Water
Resour Res. 38:1–11.
Walke JB, Harris RN, Reinert LK, Rollins-Smith LA, Woodhams DC. 2011. Social immunity in
amphibians: evidence for vertical transmission of innate defenses. Biotropica. 43:396–400.
Wells KD. 1977. The social behaviour of anuran amphibians. Anim Behav. 25:666–693.
Wells KD. 2007. The Ecology and Behavior of Amphibians. Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press.
Wells KD, Schwartz JJ. 1982. The eﬀect of vegetation on the propagation of calls in the Neotropical
frog Centrolenella ﬂeischmanni. Herpetologica. 38:449–455.

